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Tapping Umbilical Cord Blood

Doctor Starts Long Island's First Storage Facility In East Northport

By Scott Forstner

Cold Spring Harbor Dr. Dinesh Garg
founded the first-ever Long Island um-
bilical cord blood storage company in
East Northport to address the dire need
for bone marrow In treating several
critical medical condlitions.

“It's a shame to throw away cord
blood. We've been doing it in the medi-
cal practice for a long time because we
didn’t know [{t can be useful],” Dr. Garg
said. “Then Dr. Gluckerman [of France]
recognized the significance. Then we
didn’t have the technology of what to do
with it, how to save it, and how to
preserve it. Now, for about three years,
we do... | haven't seen a doctor that
doesn’t support it.”

According to LifeCord USA, Inc.
umbilical cord blood is rich in stem
cells which produce the body's red and
white blood cells and platelels, and has
been proven effective in the treatment
of many life-threatening ilinesses. The
company collects, processes and stores
cord blood to be delivered upon de-
mand to clients, which range from chil-
dren, parents and family members to
hospitals and research laboratories. Due
lo the latest in medical technology,
LifeCord USA uses liguid nitrogen to
frecze and cryopreserve cord blood for
an indefinite period. The process be-
gins directly following child birth.

“Different companies and places
have different procedures,” Dr. Garg
sald. “We collect the blood directly from
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SAVING LIVES: Dr. Dinesh Garg, of Cold Spring Harbor, (above) founded the first-
ever Long Island blood cord storage company located on Laurel Road 1n East Northport.
LifeCord USA collects, processes and stores cord blood which can be used to treat various
medical conditions such as leukemia, Hodgkin's Lymphoma, sickle anemia and diabetes.

Even if there is no relation between the
donor and patient, the cord blood car
still be used to help in cases of leuke
mia and brain cancer.

According to a 1997 article in the
Harvard Health Letter, about 40 per-
cent of the desperately ill patients whe
need bone marrow transplants never
get them, because a donor who is an
exact ‘match cannot be found. These
patients could be helped by transplants
of stem cells from placental blood which
is routinely discarded after babies are
delivered.

“Cord blood stem cells double the
survival rate when compared (o treat-
mentsusingan unrelated donor,” reads
a related article from the New England
Journal of Medicine in 1997.

A 1995 Science magazine article on
cord blood uses said, “What was a
discard, has become valuable — indeed,
priceless to many children with leuke-
mia, and perhaps in the future to chil-
dren with AIDS and autolmmune dis-
eases, such as diabetes and rheuma-
told arthritis.”

LifeCord USA, which has been in
business since October 15 of last
year, has its headquarters at 239
Laurel Road in East Northport. The
cost for cord blood storage is $150
for sterile blood bags and an over-
night mailer kit, $695 for cord blood
collectlon and processing, and §125
annual preservation fee. For addl-
tional information, LifeCord USA
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processes and, stores umbilical
cord blood to be delivered upon’
demand to clients which in-
clude hospitals and research
laboratories. Because of the
worldwide shortage of bone
marrow for
‘transplanta-
. tion, medical
scientists and
clinicians are
gradually turn-
ing to umbilical
cord blood to fill
the gap. The
cord blood is

rich in stem cells, which. pro-'
duce the body’s red and white
blood cells and platelets, . and
has: been proven effective in
‘the treatheﬂ::l of min‘g eélie-
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ogy from State University of
New York-Health Science Cen-
ter at Stony Brook and his
medical dégree from the State
University of New York-Down-
state Medical College in Brook-
iyn. Garg obtained his post-
graduate training in Baltlmore
and P‘uladelphm.
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